‘Extravagance in Mass Contact
Programme will be Looked into’

The authorities have been asked to look into it and submit a
report before November 23
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Kochi: Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy smd that
it was prompt on the part of
the Finance Ministry to have
pointed out the extrava-
gance related o the mass
contact programme.

The authorities have been
nsked to look Into 1t and sub-
mit a report before Novem-
her 233, he said

“As seon as the Finance
Ministry pointed out the ex-
lravagance in the pro-
gramme, the aonthorities
were asked to look into the
issue. The report would be
disenssed in the next cabinet
{0 be held on November 23,7
Chandy said while inaugu-
rafing the CM’s mass con-
tact programme here on
Saturday.

On the criticism that

Chief 'I'llliﬁ'!ﬂr ﬂl]l'l'l“l?ﬂ Chandy Ilstaning to the woes of Aun.ur and Ills muther in the mass

disbursing financial assis-
tance, he said there could be
some problems in verifving
all the documents when on
the spot decisions were be-
ing taken. “When docu-
mients of hundreds of people
are being verified, one or
twio mistakes could happen
and it is quite natoral, “he
said.

“1 agree that the medical
assistance was given not ad-
hering to the prescribed
norms. But [ have given
them considering humuani-
tarian values,” Chandy said,
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He said that the mass
contact programme would
be held in all districts and
the last one would be held
in Alappuzha on December
22, "Already two nrass eon-
tact programmes have been
conducted at Korhikode and
T'Puram. There was good
response from all sections of
the society in these two pro-
grammes,” he said. MLAs
and MPs from Ernakulam
distoet, District Collector
Sheikh Pareoth, leaders of
varivus political parties and

WHEN DOCUMENTS OF
HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE ARE

BEING VERIFIED, ONE OR TWO
MISTAKES COULD HAPPEN AND IT IS
QUITE NATURAL — Oommen Chandy, CM

contact programme in Kochi on Saturday | P K Jeevan Jose
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Kochi: It was the promise
ol fast settlernent made hy
none other than Chief Min-
ister Oommen Chandy that
drew thousands of people to
the mass conlact pro-
pramme held al the Collee-
terate Ground, Kakkanad
o Baturday, Anxieties and
Py were wril all over thair
fiees while awaiting their
e Lo mneet the Chiet Min-

e

ister. Chandy started the
programme by handing over
a financial assistance of 7 2
lakh tothe father of  young
mirl who was run over by hey
sehool van after har uniform
got entangled in the vehicle
a4 she was plighting.

The issues ol physically
challenged people were con-
sidered first, Mare than gon
such persons came to meet
hin apart from those under
other eategories,

.....

Accident victims, ampu-
lees on whesl chairs, cancer
patients, aged men and
wrneEn, paraphlegics and dif-
ferently abled children, most
of them accompanied by
their family, thronged the
VETHE

In the midst of thonsands
of gneved people, four am-
bulances stood apart wait-
img for none other than the
Chief Minister, in which
wirre persons who huve haen
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After the inauguration,
Chandy began his contact
programme hearing to the
woes of hundreds of people
and finding solutions to
them. He started the pro-
gramme by handing over
financial assistance of 2
2lakh to the father of a
voung girl who was run over
b her school van after her
uniform got entangled in the
vehicle as she was alighting.
He also dishursed financial
assistance to four bed rid-
den people, who were
brought in ambulances to
the venue.

The venue at the Civil
Station premises was over-
flowing with thousands of
people eagerly waiting 1o
find a solution to their un-
ending problems.
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Chief Minister Dommen Chandy slips through the rails to

meet the physically challenged people at the Chief Minis-
ter's mass comtact pregramme in Kochi | Manu R Mavelil
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CHANDY TURNS A MESSIAH FOR THE POOR

dais to meet the Chief Minister In the mass contact
programme in Kochl on Saterday | P K Jeevan Jose

bed ridden for 15 to 18 vears
waiting for financial assis-
tince from the govern-
ment.

After the inauguration,
Clhandy stepped down from
the stage and went up to the
ambulances and listened to
the woes of these persons.

For Girish Kumar from
Ayavana Panchayat, bedrid-
den for 18 yvears, the CM's
direction for five cents and
i promise of construction

of & house on it was a great
solace., Ansar, from Eda-
vanaparambu in Aluva, who
gof hurt in the spinal cord
and in bed for the past 15
vears, was another person
who received an assistanee
of T 25,000 and alss pension
for himself and mother.
Bedridden forthe past ten
vears, Shuni Peter from
Moolampally got 25 oo as
immediate relief. Kunjambu,
hedridden for the past two

vears, sot a relict of 7 1.5 lakh
'lll'ﬂdjr promised by the pre-
VINUS EOvernmient.
The Civil Station prem-
1ses was overflowing with
thousands of people waiting
al the different counters to
find a solation to heir un-
ending problems. Lakshmi
was in seventh heaven when
she received a help of
20,000 on the spot from
the Chief Minister. Her hus-
band was bedridden for the
past two and a half vears.
Crwing to his disability, Ve-
lasudhan was lving down at
the entrance to the stage
waiting for the Chief Minis-
ter. “For me Chief Minister's
miss contact programme
was the last resort. Though
I had contacted many au-
thorities befove, all my pleas
fell on deaf ears,” Lakshmi
said, P A Antony, a paralv-
sed person from Navaram-
balam, got an assistance of
20,000, However, he said
that the amonnt sanctioned
would not meet his needs.
More than 700 people

Indged complaints till No-
vember 10 and additional
4500 complaints were reg-
1stered on Saturday. '




